The Two Sudans: Some Aspects of the South
and the press of Egypt, Syria and Iraq. An Englishman
trained in Baghdad or Damascus would soon feel himself
at home in Khartoum. The negro is a familiar type in
the north but he is Islamised, Arabicised, and it is not
until Jebelein is passed that you enter Africa.
It needs some effort to realise that it is well under a
hundred years since the white man penetrated to the
southern provinces. Ismail Pasha's conquest of the
Sudan was in 1820. The progress of the Egyptian Govern-
ment up the Nile was slow and in 1865 its influence did
not extend far south of the Mudiria at Fashoda. Nero's
centurions are believed to have penetrated as far as the
sudd, if not beyond, in a.b. 66. The next Europeans to
follow them, at an interval of nearly eighteen hundred
years, appear to have been those of the expedition sent
out by the Khedive Muhammad All to discover the sources
of the Nile. This was commanded by Suleiman Kashef, a
Turk ; the fleet was in charge of Selim Capitan, a Cretan
or a Russian, and with them were three French engineers,
Thibault, Arnaud, and Sabatier, and Werne as a private
observer. Late in 1840 they reached the country of the
Bari and interviewed Logono their chief. Logono, alone
of all his people was dressed, somewhat surprisingly, in a
long blue shirt which like the copper bangles which were
much in evidence had come from the Beyri country to
the east. He was accompanied by an immense number
of naked red-ochred warriors, tremendously tall with great
ivory bracelets on each arm and masses of iron rings on
every limb. On approaching the mountains the expedi-
tion found that the river became impassable owing to
rocks and sandbanks, no doubt the Bedden rapids, and on
January 26th, 1841, were obliged to turn back.*
* See Werne : Expedition to discover the Sources of the White Nile : also
Thibault in the Bulletin de la Societe de Geographie, Dme Serie,
tome xvl, pp. 127-132. I am indebted for this reference to Mr.
G. O. Whitehead.
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